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“It was at that point that professor Elkins
handed me the envelope,” Watson said.

The envelope contained an Update of Stu-
dent Academic Record form requesting that
his 1982 grade in the government course be
changed from C to A+. It was signed by
Waite.

In the space for ‘‘Explanation of error,
delay or special circumstances,”” Waite
wrote, “In light of the student’s heroic ef-
forts to prove the professor and T.A. wrong
in their assessment of his term paper, Mr.
Watson deserves an A+.”

(FYI, UT doesn’t do plus or minus grades
so, if the form is approved, Watson’s grade in
the course will become an A.)

Waite, who was a lecturer at UT from 1981
to 1983, now works on a Mission citrus farm
that’s been in her family since 1922. Thanks
to Watson’s achievement, she proudly calls
herself ‘‘a footnote to a footnote of history.”

But she says C was the proper course grade
at the time because she thought his theory
about getting the constitutional amendment
ratified was far-fetched. ‘I thought it
couldn’t be done,” she said. ‘‘So he just pro-
ceeded to prove me wrong.”’

‘““Hey, a lowly lecturer has had more effect
on the Constitution than anybody in the pro-
fessorial ranks,”” Waite said with a laugh.

Elkins said he teaches about Watson’s ef-
fort as an inspiring example of ‘‘heroic citi-
zenship.”

“We just need the dean’s signature, and
it’s done,” Elkins said of the grade change
effort.

If this gets rejected, nobody should ever
wear burnt orange again.

Largey remains understandably fascinated
by Watson’s story, which he has told at Pop-
Up Magazine events in San Francisco; Wash-
ington; New York; Portland, Ore.; and Se-
attle.

‘‘He is one of a kind,”” he said of Watson.

Largey’s KUT story about Watson is sched-
uled to air at 6:45 and 8:45 a.m. Tuesday. You
also should be able to find it at KUT.org.

Happier ending upcoming, indeed. And you
might have a chance to make it even
happier. Watson, 54, long has struggled fi-
nancially as he worked in the government
world, where jobs come and go.

Watson never graduated from college. He’s
been pretty much a constant presence at the
Texas Capitol since 1982, where he’s worked
for 15 different lawmakers. He moved to Aus-
tin City Hall in 2015 to work for then-Council
Member Don Zimmerman. When Zimmerman
was defeated last year, Watson was out of
work. He’s now an aide to Rep. Stephanie
Klick, R-Fort Worth.

In addition to the government jobs, Wat-
son has moonlighted in retail and has bused
tables at a downtown restaurant. His current
legislative job ends when the legislative ses-
sion ends in May. He needs a job after that.
Maybe you know of something.

I can tell you Watson knows his way
around government and got the U.S. Con-
stitution amended.

And, assuming the change gets OK’d, he
got an A in GOV 310.

One more thing: Yes, Watson still has his
1982 term paper—somewhere.

“I have tried and tried and tried to find
that thing,” he said. *‘I don’t know where I
put it. It’s not the type of thing I would have
thrown in the garbage. So it’s somewhere.
And I'm one of these funny people that keeps
everything, so I've got storage unit after
storage unit. It’s somewhere in a box in a
storage unit.

‘“‘Hopefully, the termites haven’t gotten to
it.”

They wouldn’t dare.
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HONORING SANTA CRUZ CHIEF OF
POLICE KEVIN VOGEL

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Santa Cruz Chief of Police Kevin
Vogel for his 30 years of service to the Santa
Cruz Police Department, and the community it
serves.

Chief Vogel has dedicated his entire career
to the people of Santa Cruz, and was first
sworn in as a cadet for the SCPD in June
1987. Throughout his long and distinguished
career, Chief Vogel has served in numerous
capacities in the Department, including as a
patrol officer, traffic officer and detective. He
was promoted to sergeant in January 1995
where he served as a patrol supervisor, down-
town supervisor and detective sergeant. He
was promoted to lieutenant in 2002, and to
Deputy Chief of Police in May 2004. He was
appointed as the City’s 21st Chief of Police on
December 9, 2010.

A champion of creative and transparent
community-oriented  policing, Chief Vogel
oversaw the implementation of a highly suc-
cessful and innovative predictive policing pro-
gram. This program utilizes technology based
on earthquake prediction technology, and was
praised by numerous media outlets and law
enforcement agencies around the country, in-
cluding The New York Times, ABC World
News, and was even named as one of Time
Magazine’s “50 Best New Inventions” of 2011.
More important than the accolades however,
was the significant reduction in crime rates ex-
perienced under the program. Under Chief
Vogel's leadership, Santa Cruz policing be-
came a model for the nation.

Chief Vogel also shouldered the impossible
task of guiding the SCPD through its greatest
hardship that occurred on February 26, 2013
when two officers, Sgt. Loran “Butch” Baker
and Detective Elizabeth Butler, were tragically
gunned down in the line of duty. This dev-
astating crime shook our community to its core
as we all mourned the loss of these fallen he-
roes. Through this time of uncertainty, Chief
Vogel acted with honor and poise. He memori-
alized his fallen officers beautifully, and guided
a deeply aggrieved department and commu-
nity through this very difficult time. As time has
passed, Chief Vogel ensured that the memo-
ries of Sgt. Baker and Detective Butler will not
fade, and challenges his officers every day to
honor their legacy and ultimate sacrifice by
continuing to selflessly perform the work of up-
holding public safety in their communities.

Mr. Speaker, as someone who has dedi-
cated their career to public service, it is my
pleasure to add my name to the chorus of
thanks and congratulations to someone who
embodies that ideal of service to others. |
whole-heartedly congratulate Chief Kevin
Vogel on his retirement, and wish him all the
best. There is no doubt that his commitment to
justice, security, and prosperity for his commu-
nity of Santa Cruz will serve as an enduring
legacy.

May 24, 2017
DANIEL ARREDONDO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Daniel
Arredondo for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Daniel Arredondo is a student at Wayne
Carle Middle School and received this award
because his determination and hard work
have allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Daniel
Arredondo is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Dan-
iel Arredondo for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

HONORING JAMES EDWIN GASPER
ON HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2017

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of James Edwin Gasper, who today
celebrates 90 years on this earth.

James, or “Jimmy” as his friends know him,
moved to Washington County, Florida in 1932
with his mother, father and brothers and, with
the exception of his time serving our nation
during World War Il, has lived there ever
since.

In 1945, Mr. Gasper enlisted in the Army Air
Corps and was assigned to 1223 Military Po-
lice Company in Bad Kissingen, Germany—ul-
timately completing his tour of duty in 1947 as
a member of the newly-minted United States
Air Force in Furstenfeldbruck, Germany. Mr.
Gasper’s service earned him the WWII Victory
and Army Occupation medals, and he was
qualified as Marksman for both Pistol and Car-
bine.

After returning home from his time in the
service, Mr. Gasper married the love of his
life, the late Nellie Gasper, and raised a family
that has grown from four children to include
six grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children. Mr. Gasper also went on to dedicate
40 years to the Florida Department of Trans-
portation and served Washington County by
setting up voting machines for all local elec-
tions.

Mr. Gasper is a lifelong member of the Na-
tional Rifle Association of America, Veterans
of Foreign Wars, the VFW Military Order of
the Cootie, Disabled American Veterans, the
DAV National Order of the Trench Rats, and
above all else, is a devout member of the
Church of Christ.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring a
great American of the Greatest Generation on
his 90th birthday, James Edwin Gasper.
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